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What Do Grandma and Grandpa Want for Christmas?

941-383-6491

Rev. Brock Patterson:
501-240-5673

Chapeletter

December—February
Winter 2020—2021

Current Resident or

941-527-7733

Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop:
941-383-4738
WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Dec. 10 a.m.
Jan. & Feb. 9:00 a.m. & 11 a.m.
(1st Sunday Communion)

The Prayer Chapel opposite the
Sanctuary is always available for
private prayer and
meditation. Consecrated
wafers for communion are also
available there. During the week,
please use the office entrance.

Ways of Giving
The Longboat Island Chapel appreciates the support of its members and friends during these most difficult times.
Contributions can be made in any of the following ways:
 Checks and/or money orders written out to Longboat Island Chapel.
 Direct withdrawal from your bank to ours. Call the Chapel office for our routing and account numbers.
 All major credit cards are accepted. Simply contact Chapel staff to charge your one-time gift.
 Ongoing monthly support via your credit card. Office staff will be happy to debit your charge card at the
beginning of each month in an amount established by you.
 Support the Longboat Island Chapel via the "donate" button on our homepage at
www.longboatislandchapel.org. This may be a one-time, or ongoing contribution, whichever you prefer!
These needed funds will be used for the Chapel's ongoing operating expenses. Thank you for your consideration!

Every year around the middle of November, the emails and phone calls begin arriving
from our many children and grandchildren with the same yearly question “What do you
and Grandpa want for Christmas?” And nearly every year my response has been, “Well,
I could use some new slippers and some good smelling soap.” But, one year before I had
a chance to respond, a little granddaughter pronounced, “Grandma, I hope you don’t ask
for slippers again. Those are so boring.” It occurred to me then, that we really didn’t want
or need much at all, but I also realized that by choosing to ask for nothing, I denied the
younger people in our lives the chance to pick out, make or give something special to
those they love.
We all come into this world hardwired to look out for number one. Teaching children
how to be more conscious of others, how to show compassion, and how to share is an
enormous job for parents. While we work hard to protect our children’s self-esteem,
we must also avoid building a sense of entitlement in them. This can be accomplished
through good role modeling as parents, enlisting the help of our church youth programs
and faith lessons, by praising generous hearts and creating a culture of sharing in our
homes.
So, I tried to think of another gift – and forego my favorite
slippers. It occurred to me one evening as we watched the CNN
Heroes awards show at https://www.cnn.com/specials/cnn-heroes,
where everyday people doing extraordinary things change their
communities and the world, that this could be a meaningful gift
solution. Each year 10 remarkable people are profiled, and their
causes are highlighted. Each receives $10,000 to assist their
charity and one is chosen as the overall winner and receives an
additional $100,000. Their courage, persistence and generosity are
heart rendering. Online we were able to read each Hero’s profile
and watch a short video of them in action. We picked five that
particularly touched us and sent the links to each grandchild. Their
job was to read about each person, watch the video and then pick
one or more to contribute to in honor of Grandma and Grandpa.
They loved the process, thought deeply about their choices, and
their notes under the Christmas tree were so moving as they
described why they selected the Hero they did. Grandma and
Grandpa also became heroes by choosing to be honored in this
way!
This year we plan to review and pick some of the many wonderful
charities that our own Outreach Committee supports and have the
grandchildren do the same process
Grandma and Grandpa Lyons with their many
children and grandchildren.
but with our own local
organizations. A list of these
charities can be found in the Outreach brochure and on our Chapel website at
https://longboatislandchapel.org/outreach-support-services. In this way the grandchildren
become involved in the research, in learning about the amazing heroes in our country, in our
own church and around the world and, hopefully, in showing them the good that can be
accomplished with love, compassion and determination.
Gordon and Vicki Lyons

NO MORE SLIPPERS, Vicki Lyons
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Richard Engel
President

WEEKLY FOR FALL

Gordon Govalet
Vice President

Mondays
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop

Lesley Rife
Secretary

Wednesdays
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop

Tom Giannico
Treasurer

Thursdays
10 - 11:30 a.m. Shifting Sands Support Group
in the Vince Carroll Room

Charitable Outreach

Finance & Budget

Rev. Brock Patterson
Senior Minister

Saturdays
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop

Roy Brown

MONTHLY

Peggy Lammers

Second Monday
12:00 p.m. Chapel Book Club at the Lazy Lobster

Kate Nothacker

Third Thursday
10 a.m. Board of Trustees Meeting

Richard Pashkow

First Saturday November through May
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Grounds Grooming Group meets
at front entrance, with Going Dutch Lunch afterwards

Member-at-Large
Scholarships
Stewardship

Member-at-Large

Carol Peschel

Rev. Brock Patterson
Senior Minister

MiMi Horwitz

Pastoral Care Assistant
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Anniversaries this December:
1 John and Ruth Bridgewater
27 Gordon and Vicki Lyons
28 Michael and Miriam Russell
31 Rusty and Ingrid McClellan
Anniversaries this January:
1 Rick and Claire Skerrett
Jim and Deborah Whitman
4 Jim and Judy Heyer
16 David and Cynthia Ward
19 Alexander and Barbara Weech

Anniversaries this February:
2 William and Lydia Riggert
14 Tom and Suzette Keenan
18 Bob and Ruth German
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Chapel Membership
There have been major changes at the Chapel since I last wrote. We've bid Rev. Bill a well-deserved rest and an
opportunity to regain his health in his retirement. We've only said “au revoir” to him and his family, Bah and her mother,
Barbara, and we look forward to worshiping with them again soon as we did when they originally joined the Chapel.
In early November we were excited to welcome our new youthful and enthusiastic pastor, Brock Patterson, who has taken up
residence with his adorable canine companion "Pippa" in the Longboat Parsonage. The first Sunday of Advent, Rev. Brock
introduced a useful new insert in the pews to encourage those with prayer requests to contact him directly or to send him a
personal message since we no longer pass the red friendship register. Our Revival Team has been busy working to Grow the
Chapel through outreach to the community with two very successful food and blood drives.
If you are reading this, you must either be a member of our Chapel or someone who has asked to be on
our mailing list. Either way, we look forward to seeing you at one of our services, if you are able, or
invite you to watch us live-streamed through our website www.longboatislandchapel.org or at your
convenience on Facebook. If you have been contemplating becoming a member of the Chapel family,
please call Rev. Brock at the Chapel Office (941) 383-6491 to set up an appointment to discuss the details.
Wishing you all the happiest of holidays as we approach our Savior's birth and the arrival of the New
Year! Peace, Joy and Good Health to you and your loved ones.

Carol Peschel
Membership Chair

Search Committee Update
I am elated to announce that after a one-year search for the most qualified pastor to replace Rev. Bill Friederich, the
Longboat Island Chapel Pastoral Search Committee found and unanimously recommended their number one choice,
Rev. Brock Patterson from Little Rock, Arkansas, to the Board of Trustees.
As Chairperson of our five-member committee, I presented the candidate’s background and experience to the Board of
Trustees. I also cited his ecumenical approach as a spiritual leader, his strong educational and professional experience, his
demeanor, his work ethic, his compelling public speaking skills, his relatable disposition, and his endearing nature. We
provided the Board of Trustees with all the supporting documentation including his resume, letter of interest, background
check, stellar letters of recommendation and a copy of the recorded sermon he presented to the committee. Rev. Brock was
invited to visit our chapel the weekend of September 27th, where he was introduced to the Board of Trustees and met with
Rev. Bill, the Chapel staff, our Board of Trustees and committee leaders. The Board of Trustees unanimously voted to call
Pastor Brock to the pulpit as our new Senior Minister contingent upon the vote of the Chapel membership. In addition,
Rev. Brock delivered a live recorded sermon to our congregation on Sunday, September 27, 2020, which was also made
available to viewers at home via Zoom. Ballots were subsequently sent to all Chapel members with a return date of
November 1, 2020.
On November 1st after a unanimous “Yes” vote, Rev. Brock was called to serve as our
new Senior Minister. He arrived on Longboat Key to present his first sermon as Senior
Minister on November 8, 2020. As Chairperson of the Pastoral Search Committee,
I would like to extend my gratitude to all who served on our committee and those who
assisted in our search. In total our committee reviewed over 350 applications. We sought
an intelligent, compassionate, enthusiastic, innovative and committed leader and, through
diligent work, we found a senior minister who had every one of these qualities plus more.
If I were to sum up Rev. Brock in three words, they would be genuine, inclusive and
inspiring.

Editors:

Sue Reese
Susan Schaefer

Administrative Assistant

Birthdays this January:
1 Mike Keenan
James Owen
2 David Ward
3 Barbara Hero
11 Mardene Eichhorn
14 Janet Holman
15 Steve Cockerham
17 Lois Finley Shook
21 Larry Steagall
22 Jim Whitman
24 William Riggert
26 Barbara Gusie

New Members and Chapel Highlights

Vicki Lyons
Ingrid McClellan

Bonnie Wolfgram
Music Director

Birthdays this December:
1 Daniel Hessel
2 Larry Mundt
3 Vincent Carroll
5 Cari Aslan
9 Joan Partridge
12 Marilyn Johnson
15 Paul Achre
20 Jack Joyce
Betty Rahm
21 Chad Myers
22 Anne Arsenault
24 Richard Adkins
Tom Keenan
Dick Pelton
30 Barry Black

Birthdays this February:
1 Mary Lou Webster
3 Bill Friederich
6 Carl Gusie
8 Bob Mazurek
9 Warren Guse
13 Diane Guse
Patty Sabow
17 Herman Kruegle
19 John Brill
28 Ben Ianzito
Rick Skerrett

Membership

OUR
STAFF
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Counting the ballots

Rest in Peace:
10/25 Tom Sabow

Veterans Day Service

We are very blessed to have Rev. Brock at the helm, leading us in the greatest unity of
Christian-based values, inclusive of all individuals regardless of their
beliefs. He is a leader of the non-churched, de-churched and all
denominations. He is here to teach, lead and inspire us. He is here
to help us grow, heal and to find hope during difficult times. He is
here to celebrate with us during times of joy. What a gift that he has
arrived just in time for Thanksgiving, Christmas, Hanukah and the
New Year. I am confident that we can all do great things together.
The Search Committee has completed its task. I thank you all for
your confidence in my leadership, and I thank the Pastoral Search
Committee for its professionalism, commitment and focus on one
Cari Ferreiro-Aslan
Chairperson,
of the most challenging tasks any of us has ever been asked to
Pastoral Search Committee
embark on. I am proud to have served with each of you.

Chapel’s Bulletin Board of Events and Highlights

Charitable Outreach Spotlight
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Food Drive &
Migrant Tea
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THE STORY OF THE FIG TREE
The Lord your God is bringing you into a good land…a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig
trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey. Deuteronomy 8: 7-8
Several weeks ago, Pastor Brock called as he was making preparations for his
move to Longboat Key and the Chapel. He needed help with a project. He
shared the story of the large fig tree in his yard in Little Rock, Arkansas.
Apparently, it is rare for a fig tree to grow and produce fruit as far north as
Arkansas. This particular tree had always produced good crops of figs. In past
years, Pastor Brock would pick the figs off the tree (not an easy task with the
prickly leaves of a fig tree). With those figs he started a tradition in his former
Lesley Rife
churches. He began the large task of making fig jam. He asked the younger
members to prepare the jars to be given to the congregation.
The story continues when he received word that he was voted and approved as our pastor. As you
probably know, Pastor Brock took a sabbatical the year before he arrived at the Chapel. During
that year the fig tree in his yard was energized! It produced a bumper crop! Pastor Brock shared
Rev. Brock’s fig tree
that he looked at the tree in disbelief but, as was his past routine, he felt compelled to pick the fruit
and begin making jam. For over a long month he stirred and prayed and stirred and prayed. Besides praying for those he
loves, he kept asking God why he was making the jam when he was not with a church at that time. He knew God had a
reason, but he was in the dark as to God’s plan-so he continued stirring.

Spearheader Vickie Van Meier and other
Charitable Outreach Committee members held a
Food Drive and participated in the Migrant Tea,
with both events being in November. Three
carloads of food were donated to
Our Daily Bread. Vickie delivered goods from
The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop and other
items purchased to the Migrant Tea, held at
St. Paul Baptist Church and coordinated by the
Church Women United.

As time passed, Pastor Brock felt the call to apply to our ad for a senior minister. After accepting the position, he packed up
everything he was sure he needed to start on this new journey-including 350 jars of fig jam - and headed south!
Enter the Revival Project Committee. This group of ladies was enlisted to take on the project of continuing Pastor Brock’s
tradition of sharing his delicious fig jam (some even have cherries added). The ladies wiped off all the sticky jars, cut up
squares of colorful fabric which they placed on top of the ring and finished them off with a small card attached to the jar
with raffia and bearing the verse seen above.
Voila! Pastor Brock’s fig jam made from the bumper crop found a home at the Longboat Island Chapel. Approximately
140 colorful jars were on a table in the narthex Sunday, November 22nd. During Pastor Brock’s homily, The Fig Harvest,
he finished by inviting each member of the congregation to take a jar home to enjoy. The word is that it is delicious!
If you missed picking up a jar, they are still in the narthex to be shared. They will also be making an appearance at times
throughout the year.

Share the Abundance

Share the Abundance Food Drive is ongoing
until the end of December. Please put the
food under the Angel Tree. Any
non-perishables will be so appreciated by
those whose holiday season will be devoid
of abundant holiday meals.

Advent Jar

Begin filling an Advent Jar with loose coins from your
pockets, purse and seat cushions. Then, bring your jar and put
it on the stairs in the Sanctuary. All funds collected from the
jars will be given to local food banks.

Pictured in front of the SunCoast Blood Center bus
is Peggy Lammers. The Blood Drive last
weekend was successful - 12 donations made on
Friday and 11 donations on Saturday. Rev. Brock
was one of the donors, while most of the others
were from the community. One donor expressed
interest to be involved with the Chapel.
Every donation saves three lives!

Angel Tree

Thank you to all who participated in the Angel
Tree with donated toys for distribution by the
Salvation Army.

Not only did
the final batch
find a home
but so has
Pastor Brock
and little
Pippa (Pastor
Brock’s sweet
Yorkshire
Terrier). And
the people of
Longboat
Island Chapel
are truly
blessed by his
presence.

Approximately 140 colorful jars were on a table in
the Chapel’s Narthex on Sunday, November 22nd.

Each member of the congregation was invited
to take a jar home to enjoy.

From Our Professional Staff
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From Our Staff and Board of Trustees

What-If?

Chapel Handbells Brought Back to Life!

Hello Chapel family! Greetings from the Chapel office! That may sound like an odd greeting,
but, depending on when you are reading this, we could be back in quarantine. The unknown parts
of this pandemic are downright frustrating. It’s difficult to plan too far in advance, but it’s
essential to move forward. We badly need small groups and classes, fellowship opportunities,
and fun activities, yet everything we want to accomplish must be viewed through a lens of
“What-If”.

Reverend Brock

Some new parts are ready and prepared. Additional worship services will likely surface in
January 2021, and at least two weekly small group opportunities will also emerge (safe and
socially distant, of course!). We would like to accomplish more, but the “What-If” is hindering
our creative planning. We must act safely and responsibly, and the “What-If” is hindering us
from pushing forward as quickly and abundantly as we would like.

However, we can still be connected with each other and the Chapel. We are greatly increasing
our online and technology-based communications. This allows you to stay connected and
informed without putting anyone at risk. So please, if you have access to email, make sure you
are receiving the weekly Chapeline, an online newsletter sent from the Chapel office every week. Also, please connect with
us on Facebook. I can’t emphasize this enough! When you interact with the Chapel on Facebook, you directly impact our
online traffic in significant ways (basically, you help us share Longboat Chapel with others outside of our family)!
So again, please connect with us on Facebook and “check-in” with us regularly from the Facebook App.
Reverend Brock

We are excited about the upcoming season and hope that we can see you at the Chapel! Remember, wear your masks and
practice social-distancing. We are not going to let the “What-If” rain on our parade, but we gotta’ pay attention. We pray
that you and your loved ones stay safe and healthy!

“There’s none so blind as those who will not see.”
How true! And I’d wager to say that there’s none so deaf as those who will not only Not hear, but also
will Not listen. With so much diversity of thought happening today, now is the perfect time to earnestly
reflect on both these phrases.When someone says to you, “I hear you”, do you wonder if he/she is
really listening? Hearing. Listening. What’s the difference? Hearing is a physical process. On the other
hand, listening is a conscious choice that demands both one’s complete attention and understanding.
Sometime ago, I received a copy of “Listening” from The Center for Women Medicine, Florida
Hospital. I wrote about it in our Chapeletter. It’s so timely, that I feel compelled to quote it again
now: “ When I ask you to listen to me and you start giving advice, you have not done what I have
asked. When I ask you to listen to me and you begin to tell me why I shouldn’t feel that way, you
are trampling on my feelings. When I ask you to listen to me and you feel you have to do something
to solve my problem, you have failed me...strange as that may seem.”

MiMi Horwitz
Pastoral Care Assistant

Listen! All I asked was that you listen, not talk or do...just listen to me. I can do for myself. I’m not helpless...maybe
discouraged and faltering, but not helpless. When you do something for me that I can and need to do for myself, you
contribute to fear and weakness. But, when you accept as a single fact that I feel what I feel, no matter how irrational, then
I can quit trying to convince you and can get about the business of what’s behind this irrational feeling. And when that’s
clear, the answers are obvious, and I don’t need advice. Irrational feelings make sense when we understand what’s behind
them.
So, please listen and just “hear” me. And, if you want to talk, wait a minute for your turn, and I will listen to you. How are
your listening skills? We must start listening, intently, to each other, right? Do you hear me?

The Chapel Handbells have been repaired,
refurbished and polished to their original
shine by Handbell Doctor of Sarasota. On
October 25, we welcomed handbell soloist,
Kathie Hayes, to play during morning
worship. In early December, heading into
the Christmas season, members of
RingSide, a division of RingSarasota will
Bonnie Wolfgram
Music Director ring for us.
It is hoped
that in the New Year, once we
purchase some additional
equipment, we can start our own
handbell group. Please contact
Music Director, Bonnie
Wolfgram, if you have any
interest, previous experience, or
simply want to try something
Renovated Chapel Handbells
new!

We are becoming somewhat lax in our discipline for
social distancing during Sunday services. Please observe
the guidance of the ushers so we can maintain a safe
environment within the Chapel. This may be a change for
some, but it is in the best interest for all.
Stay Safe. Merry Christmas!
God Bless Longboat Island Chapel and its Members.

In the last Chapeletter, I referenced an old hymn written in
1857 by Dr. William S. Pitts titled “The Church in the
Wildwood” or, as most people know it, “The Little Brown
Church in the Vale.” I marveled at how that church’s small
congregation survived for so many years, and because of the
hymn, became a popular tourist
and wedding destination.
I ended the article by asking if
any of the Chapel family,
particularly those living
anywhere near Nashua, Iowa,
might have personal photos of
the church.

Our theme for this year is "You Can
Make A Difference." This leads us
to know that the Chapel is in the
"Spiritual Business." We are a
twelve month house of worship and
our financial needs continue. We
must also give to support our everexpanding programs of outreach. Please, prayerfully consider
doing all you can this year.
Kate Nothacker, Chair
In Helen Keller's words…”Alone
we can do so little...together we can Stewardship Committee
do so much.” We look forward to
one of the best years in Chapel history.

I hoped for a vacation picture or
two, but struck gold when I
received an email from Vickie
Van Meier with her first
wedding photo. She was married
at "The Little Brown Church in
Vickie Van Meier married at
the Vale”…apparently at a very
“The Little Brown Church”
young age! What a beautiful
bride, Vickie! Thanks so much
for sharing!

The Best Is Yet to Come

Richard “Sparky”
Pashkow Sr.
Buildings Chair

Change may be difficult for some of us. But all I ask is
that you participate, be patient, ask questions and
contribute where you can. I am convinced we will be
very surprised and pleased within the next year.

Stewardship News

We have been busy these past few months keeping our Chapel in order and running properly. Since I
last reported to you, we have replaced all A/C filters with clean ones and replaced the unit motor in
the kitchen and a unit belt on the second floor.

Finally, all fire extinguishers at the Chapel and Lord’s Warehouse were inspected and replaced as
needed.

with him. He is also willing to learn. He now has
experience filling sandbags to protect the Chapel from
rising water. He believes the area is a goldmine for
people wanting the message, mission and doctrine we
have to offer. In addition, we are well prepared via our
organization and committees, visible commitment by our
members to the success of the Chapel and the talent-pool
resident in our membership for us to move forward.

The Church in the Wildwood- A Postscript

Busy Past Few Months

We have sanitized both the Chapel and The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop twice with a COVID
disinfectant spray. We will continue with this sanitizing process on a regular basis.
All gutters on the Chapel and Lord’s Warehouse have been unclogged and cleaned out.
I would like to issue a big thank you to Bob Mazurek for his wonderful help with these projects.
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Richard Engel
Board President

I woke up this morning and it was 57 F.
To me, this foreshadows the current
situation at the Chapel. As I mentioned
during my introduction of Rev. Brock
two weeks ago, the best is yet to come
for Longboat Island Chapel. We are
going to change, and it will feel good
once we see the results.

The ideas, experience, energy and
attitude Rev. Brock has brought to the
Chapel will serve us well. We may have to run to keep up

The Star Thrower by Loren Eiseley
Once upon a time there was an old man
walking on the beach after a big storm had
passed and found the beach littered with
starfish as far as the eye could see, stretching
in both directions. The old man noticed a
small boy approaching. As the boy walked,
he paused every so often and as he grew closer, the man could see that he was occasionally bending
down to pick up an object and throw it into the sea.
The boy came closer still and the man called out,
“Good morning! May I ask what it is that you are doing?”
The young boy paused, looked up, and replied, “Throwing
starfish into the ocean. The tide has washed them up on
the beach and they can’t return to the sea by themselves.
When the sun gets high, they will die, unless I throw them
back into the water.” The old man replied, “But there
must be tens of thousands of starfish on the beach. I’m
afraid you won’t really be able to make much of a
difference.” The boy bent down, picked up yet another
starfish, and threw it as far as he could into the ocean.
Then he turned, smiled, and said…“It Made A Difference
To That One!”

