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HOW DID THE EASTER BUNNY HOP INTO EASTER?
We all know the significance of the Easter celebration to Christians around the world. The resurrection of Jesus
from the tomb on the third day after his crucifixion is the most important and
oldest festival of the Christian Church that serves to renew daily hope that we
have victory over sin and death.

Reverend Bill Friederich:
207-669-5353
MiMi Horwitz:

Chapeletter
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But – how did a rabbit delivering candy while hiding colorful eggs get into the
celebration? Easter comes during spring and celebrates new life. The hare, with
its fertility, represent new life in pagan celebrations and beliefs. The hare is also
an ancient symbol for the moon. The date of Easter depends on the moon, which
may have helped bring the bunny into the holiday.

Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop:
941-383-4738
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Many early believers saw the hare coming out of its burrow
as symbolic for Jesus coming out of the tomb. Those who have studied symbols see this as a
case of taking a pre-existing symbol and giving it a Christian meaning.

Consecrated elements for
communion are available
in the Prayer Chapel on the
2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th Sundays
of the month

The Easter hare came to America with German immigrants, and the hare’s role passed to the
common American rabbit. Originally children made nests for the rabbit in hats, bonnets or
fancy paper boxes and put them in secluded spots to keep from frightening the shy rabbit.
The Easter egg hunt may have grown out of the tradition of German children searching for
hidden pretzels during the Easter season. Also, in Germany during the nineteenth century the
first pastry and candy Easter bunnies became popular and this custom soon spread across the
Atlantic.

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
(1st Sunday Communion)

Pastoral Search Update
The Pastoral Search Committee was formed shortly after Reverend Bill Friederich gave his notice that he would be stepping
down from his position as Head Minister in October 2021. Although our Chapel has ample time to find a qualified minister
to lead our church, it is our committee’s sole mission to find the best qualified minister who can lead our congregation in the
direction that our members are asking for, and who possesses the qualities most fundamental to getting this job done.
Towards this end, the committee has been busy surveying the congregation on the aspects of our current chapel and
leadership that they like the most and the aspects they like the least. Our committee has also surveyed the congregation to
ask what qualities they view as most important for the new pastor to possess. These qualities include personality traits,
professional and educational background and the role we envision our next minister playing as leader of our Chapel. It is
essential that our vision of the head minister’s role be consistent with his or her own view of job expectations, interests,
expertise, passion, and abilities.
In order to select the right person to lead our very special community chapel, we do not want to rush the process. We have
the luxury of time on our side to find as perfect a match as possible. Our committee seeks the input of key individuals in
leadership roles, so we are in the process of interviewing members of the Board, Pastoral Care Staff,
our Music Director and, of course, Reverend Bill Friederich. We are carefully considering all of
their experiences, comments and feedback as we determine a direction for our impending interviews
and the job description for the Senior Minister. When the advertisement is posted for the new position, we know that it will reflect the mission and passion of our search committee backed by our
congregation and leaders that are currently the heartbeat of the Longboat Island Chapel.
In the coming months the Search Committee’s focus will be to continue to tabulate our surveys;
compile notes from interviews with in-house board and staff members; to better understand the terms
of employment; to prepare an overview and history manual for applicants; to post the job
announcement with outside resource agencies and begin the interview process with interested
Cari Aslan
applicants. In addition, we will continue to update the congregation on the fourth Sunday of
Chairperson,
Pastoral Search Committee
each month.

A 1907 postcard
featuring the
Easter Bunny

The other familiar symbol of Easter are Easter eggs. Many ancient cultures viewed eggs as a
symbol of life including the Hindus, Egyptians, Persians and Phoenicians who believed that
the world began with an enormous egg. Eggs were frequently given as gifts by many
cultures during spring festivals in celebration of new life all around them. Early Christians
looked at the connection eggs had to life and included them symbolically as part of their
celebration of Christ’s resurrection. There is speculation that early missionaries or knights of
the Crusade may have been responsible for bringing the tradition to the West.

During the fourth century, people presented eggs in church to be
Join us for Holy Week Services
blessed and sprinkled with holy water and by the twelfth century the
Benedictio Ovorum had been introduced authorizing the special use
of eggs on the holy days of Easter. In 1290, Edward I of England
Palm Sunday Service
recorded a purchase of 450 eggs to be colored or covered with gold
April 5th, 10:00 a.m.
leaf. He then gave the eggs to members of the royal household.
Once the custom became accepted, new traditions began to grow up Maundy Thursday Service and Soup Supper
around it. Eggs were dyed red for joy and in memory of Christ’s
April 9th, 5:00 p.m.
blood. Egg rolling contests came to America from England,
Good Friday Service
possibly as a reminder of the stone being rolled away.
April 10th, 12:00 p.m.
At our 10:00 a.m. service on Easter morning, the Chapel will
Easter Sunrise Service in Garden
continue the tradition of the Easter bunny and Easter eggs with an
April 12th, 7:30 a.m.
Easter egg hunt in our beautiful garden especially organized for our
young visitors. Don’t forget to invite all the special children in your
Easter Sunday Service
life to join in the fun!
April 12th, 10:00 a.m.
*You can find other fascinating Easter facts, history and symbols at
www.crosswalk.com.

Easter Egg Hunt in Garden
during 10:00 a.m. Service

Chapel Calendar/From the Register
Mark Your Calendars

LBIC BOARD
OF TRUSTEES
Richard Engel
President
Gordon Govalet
Vice President

ONGOING PROGRAMS
WEEKLY FOR SPRING
Mondays
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop
Tuesdays
10 - 11:30 a.m. Shifting Sands Support Group
in the Ruthie Cushing Room

Lesley Rife
Secretary

Charitable Outreach

Tom Giannico
Treasurer

Wednesdays
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop
Thursdays
10 - 11:30 a.m. Shifting Sands Support Group
in the Ruthie Cushing Room

Finance & Budget

The Rev. Bill Friederich
Senior Minister
Roy Brown

Saturdays
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop

Peggy Lammers

MONTHLY

Kate Nothacker

Second Monday
12:00 p.m. Chapel Book Club at the Lazy Lobster

Richard Pashkow

First Wednesday
10 - 11:30 a.m. Caregivers Support Group
in the Ruthie Cushing Room

Member-at-Large
Scholarship

Stewardship

Member-at-Large

Carol Peschel

Second Wednesday
Hope Seeds Packing Session

Membership

Third Thursday
10 a.m. Board of Trustees Meeting
First Saturday
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Grounds Grooming Group meets
at front entrance, with Going Dutch Lunch afterwards

OUR STAFF
The Rev. Bill
Friederich

Senior Minister

MiMi Horwitz

Pastoral Care Assistant

Bonnie Wolfgram
Music Director

Ingrid McClellan

Administrative Assistant

Susan Schaefer

Coordinator of Volunteers
Accounting Clerk

Jerry Schaller
Custodian
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Birthdays this March:
1
3
4
12
14
15
18
19
20

Gordon Lyons
Marv Herpel
Tom Reese
John Chalmers
Michael Russell
Ruth Bridgewater
Cindy Kuehnel
Martha Miller
Laurie Shuttleworth
Hemma Fraser

Birthdays this April:
3 Liz Yerkes
5 Linda Dias
6 Marlies Black
7 Valarie Evanko
9 Lavern Mikesell
13 Alan Ackerman
15 Gordon Govalet
17 Donna Dolan
19 Chris Fearing
22 Betty Johnson
25 Cynthia Barnette
26 Betty Rieger
27 Sue Allen
Claire Skerrett
28 Suzette Keenan
29 Bruce Schaefer

7
9
15
26

Bill and Valarie Evanko
Vincent and Marlene Carroll
Dale and Diane Andrews
Tom and Sue Reese

Anniversaries this April:

7 Tom and Michelle Giannico

Anniversaries this May:

11 John and Deborah Chalmers
21 Dick and Mardene Eichhorn
Herman and Carol Kruegle
23 Bill and Bah Friederich
28 David and Cynthia Barnette
31 Bob and Joyce Mazurek

Rest in Peace:
11/2/19 Arnold Simonsen
11/9/19 Dottie Hixon
11/16/19 Pat Johnson
2/29/20 John Summers
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New Chapel Members
Bob Lentz
The Chapel is happy to introduce our newest member, Bob Lentz. Bob is originally from
National Park, New Jersey, but currently resides in Seabrook, New Hampshire. He and his wife
Elaine are seasonal residents of Longboat Key. Several of their friends had moved to Longboat
and told them of the fabulous environment. After their first visit they were determined that this is
the place they wanted to spend their winters.
Bob is retired from Florida Power and Light, NextEra Energy at the Seabrook Nuclear Power
Station. He is a graduate of High Point University in High Point, North Carolina.
Bob and his wife have one son who is in the United States Marine Corps stationed at Camp
Pendleton. They are the proud grandparents of Collin age 9 and Hunter age 11.
Bob states that his hobby so far is just enjoying retirement. However, he said, “I did receive a
new telescope and metal detector for Christmas – so who knows!” Bob and his wife found the Chapel to be friendly and, in
many ways, similar to their home church in New Hampshire. We welcome them to our Chapel family.

Advent Jar

Pepper Choplin Concert
Pepper Choplin’s Workshop on
February 8th in preparation
for the concert

Birthdays this May:
1 Gregory Fiore
6 Lynda Brill
7 Michelle Giannico
11 Terri Noyes
14 Bill Evanko
15 Judy Achre
16 Charles Shook
20 Janet Jason
25 Donna Brown
27 Vicki Lyons
28 Christine Kennedy
31 June Hessel

CHAPELETTER
CREDITS
Anniversaries this March:

New Members and Chapel Highlights

Editors:
Vicki Lyons
Ingrid McClellan
Proofreaders:
Sue Reese
Susan Schaefer

Lesley Rife and Cindy Kuehnel
with Advent Jar contributions of $558
donated to Come to the Well, a place for
families of long-term patients at Blake
Hospital to get peace and perspective.

Worship Service on February 9th with Conductor,
Composer and Humorist Pepper Choplin

Mardi Pardi! in March

Photography:
Sue Reese
Larry Steagall
Production:
Donna Heffner
Karen Pashkow
Vickie VanMeier
Festivities included Mardi Gras Bingo and prizes for the best costumes. Delicious dining of charcuterie,
gumbo, Louisiana red beans, rice, cornbread, green salad, and King cakes for dessert. Lots of fun and beads!

Chapel’s Bulletin Board of Events and Highlights
MARCH 3rd
The Lord’s Warehouse Fashion
Show and Luncheon on
Tuesday, March 3rd, with a
preview at 10 a.m., and
luncheon and show at 11 a.m.
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AP Bell Company in January

Charitable Outreach Spotlight
SPLISH SPLASH I WAS TAKIN’ A BATH
The Charitable Outreach Committee fully believes in “manna from heaven” but this time it was
soap, soap, shampoo and more soap. Two loving hearts of Longboat Key, residents Ronnie
Shugar and Donda Mullis, made this possible. Four and a half years ago they collaborated over
their Sarasota based Raw Sugar Living. Raw Sugar produces all-natural products using organic
plant extracts such as avocado, mango, cucumber. They now make products such as hand soap,
bar soap, shampoo, conditioner, lip balm, and hand cream for both ladies and the gents.

MARCH 24th
St. Johns Rivership Luncheon Cruise in
Sanford on Tuesday, March 24th. Motor
coach transportation provided from Longboat
Island Chapel. Narrated cruise, chef prepared
entrée and live entertainment. Cost is $129
per person with check or money order made
payable to Tours4you. Please contact Valarie
Evanko at (330) 806-2351 or (330) 975-4498.

Both Ronnie and Donda believe that the truest form of love is being your best self and sharing
with others. As Donda said “a warm shower makes us feel as alive and refreshed as we can
feel.” Their product philosophy is to love who you are by being good to yourself. Raw Sugar’s
way of showing love for all of God’s people, regardless of circumstance, is to help the
disadvantaged gain some sense of renewal and self-respect. Early on these two entrepreneurs
decided to begin the Raw Sugar Initiative as a means of giving to the poor. They have given
over 5 million bars of soap to the homeless in Los Angeles.
Ronnie and Donda are fully aware of the Chapel’s many ministries to the disadvantaged in
Manatee and Sarasota counties, and they decided to share their good fortune by helping us help
others. The wheels of generosity, kindness and love began turning and before we knew it, a full
pallet of various personal care products appeared at the Chapel back door along with another
pallet delivered to Temple Beth Israel on Longboat Key. A pallet is a LOT – over 6 feet tall and
5 boxes wide and deep filled with their well-known products that are available at Target, Bed
Bath and Beyond or Walgreen’s.

Join us for Holy Week Services

Maundy Thursday Service and Soup Supper
April 9th, 5:00 p.m.

Tale of Two Cities Tour,
Savannah and St. Augustine in January

Good Friday Service
April 10th, 12:00 p.m.
Easter Sunrise Service in Garden
April 12th, 7:30 a.m.
Easter Sunday Service
April 12th, 10:00 a.m.

From left, Cindy Kuehnel, Anne Summers,
Karen Pashkow and Lesley Rife with Resurrection
House representative Tommy

Here’s where “Splish Splash I Was Takin’ a Bath” comes in.
Turning Points is an amazing one-stop shop for the homeless and poor.
They provide hot showers, laundry facilities, clothing, vision and dental
services, utility assistance, and veteran’s services. When speaking with the
director about their use of the Raw Sugar products, she said they provided
8,678 showers in 2019. They also make up personal care kits and give
them out. The Raw Sugar soap and shampoo products will go a long way
in facilitating their efforts!

A Resurrection House representative shared that they provide services with
the philosophy of being a bridge from despair to dignity. Their services
include showers, restrooms, laundry facilities, food, veteran’s assistance, a post office and telephones. They have 4 showers
and in 2019 they provided 16,771 showers! The Raw Sugar products are a God send!

Easter Egg Hunt in Garden
during 10:00 a.m. Service

APRIL 15th
Arrivederci Italian Dinner on
Wednesday, April 15th at
5:30 p.m. in the Shook
Fellowship Hall. Please join
us as we say goodbye to our
friends who are going back north for the
summer. The lasagna catered by Luigi’s will
come with salad, garlic bread, wine and
special Italian dessert. All for $15 each.
Tickets are available at the office or after
Worship service beginning April 1st.

Meet Ronnie and Donda,
partners in business and in
life, who created Raw Sugar
as a brand to inspire a
sweeter world

Members of the Charitable Outreach
Committee were thrilled and overwhelmed as they explored the boxes.
Following much discussion by the ladies, it was decided that the products
would be given to two charities in our area that provide shower facilities to
the homeless and poor, Resurrection House of Sarasota and Turning Points
of Bradenton.

Private Tour of AP Bell Company in historic Cortez Village

Palm Sunday Service
April 5th, 10:00 a.m.
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Through your donations the Charitable Outreach Committee put the “icing on the cake” with a purchase
of 200 washcloths divided between the 2 charities (we had heard that washcloths are a precious
commodity).
St. Simons Island
at end of trip

We know that God placed this couple in our path to help us help those most in need. Winter is here and
the numbers of the homeless swell. We are so thankful for this gift from Raw Sugar Living that has made
it possible to give someone dignity and renewal for even one day.
By the way, if you check out the hand soap pumps in our bathrooms and kitchen, you can have the Raw
Sugar experience yourself. You’ll love it!
Lesley Rife
Outreach Committee

Pirate House for lunch
in historic Savannah

From Our Professional Staff
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Lent/Easter Season Events and Worship Opportunities
I hope you will be able to join us during the Lent/Easter season for several events and worship
opportunities:
 We began with a Mardi Gras dinner that included fun and plenty of good food on Tuesday,
February 25th.
 The following day, Wednesday, February 26th at noon we celebrated Ash Wednesday.
 Maundy Thursday is on April 9th. Following a light soup supper, beginning at 5:00 p.m.,
we will celebrate Holy Communion in the Sanctuary.
 Our Good Friday Service will be held on April 10th, at 12:00 p.m. in the Chapel Sanctuary.
Reverend Bill
 Easter Sunrise Service on April 12th, will be held in the Chapel Garden at 7:30 a.m.
 The Easter Worship Service is at our regular Sunday time at 10:00 a.m. During the Easter service, children will
participate in an Easter Egg hunt in the garden as well.
I do hope you will join us for this special time of the year! Blessings, Rev. Bill

An Invitation to our Snowbirds, Neighbors and our Regular Year-Round Chapel Friends
As Your Pastoral Care Assistant, I want to remind you that you are invited and encouraged to come and
share your thoughts, feelings, concerns and questions at either our Caregivers Support Group or our
Shifting Sands Support Group. The Caregivers Support Group offers support for the caregiver to help
him or her deal with the emotional roller coaster of providing care for a loved one. This group utilizes a
guided discussion method where everyone has time to share in a confidential and safe environment and
become more informed about healthcare networks. This group meets the first Wednesday of every month
from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. in the Ruthie Cushing Room on the 2nd floor of our Chapel building.
Call the Chapel office at 941-383-6491 to sign up or me at 941-527-7733 for further information.

MiMi Horwitz

Our Shifting Sands Support Group provides support for those going through life’s transitions such as: Pastoral Care Assistant
dealing with the challenges of advancing age, grieving the loss of a loved one, separation/divorce,
considering the pros and cons of retirement facilities and the many other transitions that we all must face as we journey
through life. This group is ideal for sharing your wisdom and life experiences with others. We meet Tuesdays and Thursdays
at 10:00 a.m. Please call the Chapel office at 941-383-6491 to sign up or leave a message for me at 941-527-7733. We
welcome your participation and look forward to your joining us.

A Dash of Pepper...
The Chapel Choir is still glowing from their weekend experience with Pepper Choplin and our
“super-sized” guest choir. Everyone came back to Wednesday’s rehearsal pumped and ready to try the
new things he suggested. Beyond performing his compositions with him conducting, it was very
interesting to learn the background of each piece- why he wrote the words and music the way he did, what
he hoped to communicate to a congregation or audience. Moving forward, it will help the choir be more
insightful with every anthem we prepare for worship.
But the joy of this experience rests in the man himself! Though very skilled at what he does and deeply
devotional in his faith, he consistently communicates to singers in a loving, creative, relatable, often
humorous way. And singers respond by producing the kind of sound he is asking for…usually with smiles Bonnie Wolfgram
on their faces. Here are some of the things Pepper has said during previous choir rehearsals. His wife
Music Director
Heather started jotting them down:
“Men, that note should sound like a B, not a B-52.”
“That was like a snow globe you made for your mom in Bible school, except without the glitter. Let’s add the glitter.”
“Sing a beautiful whisper.”
“Sing those eighths like a telegraph.”
“That has a glove compartment sound. Let’s sing out instead.”
“Sopranos, to hit those basement notes, you have to go down the steps and turn on the light.”
“When I do this, (conducting to sing) do something!”
“Sounds like a steel plane. We want a balsa plane.”
“When I hear that note, I’m thinking ‘so close, but no cigar.’”
“Sing that again without the ‘Don Ho effect’.”
“Sing each note like you’re getting cold-nosed by a dog.”

And from our workshop- “Men, if you’re going to reach those high notes, think ‘Air Ball!’″
Thank you for your great response to the Feb. 9th Concert and I hope you’re looking forward to Pepper Choplin’s next visit!

From Our Board of Trustees and Committees
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Grow the Church

Growing our Faith Through "Joyful Generosity"

For those of you who attended the
Annual Meeting, this will be somewhat of
a repeat of our discussion on
Membership. For those Chapel
members that were not able to attend,
I believe you should also hear my thoughts
on a significant issue facing the Chapel.

Stewardship provides a spiritual way of living for all of us
--A way of being in the world.
 Stewardship is about the many gifts God has given us.
 Stewardship is about reflecting on our faith and on the
way we live and act.
 Stewardship is about caring for all God's creation.

Richard Engel
As shown by our results of the recent
Board President
Stewardship campaign, we are beginning
to face financial challenges. It is going to
be interesting this year to see if the level of total
contributions is sufficient to “pay the bills” or if we have to
turn to alternate sources of funding. We were $10,000 short
in December and $30,000 ahead in January.

The primary issue that is resulting in this problem is our
continuing loss of membership. In the past 10 years we have
lost 30% of our members and Chapel attendance is down
50%. Two years ago, Pastor Bill and Vicki Lyons formed a
‘Grow the Church Committee’ and through extensive,
detailed work developed as a roadmap that would aide us in
attracting and retaining members. The roadmap has
demonstrated to be effective with two other churches in
Vicki’s experience. It was presented to and accepted by the
Board of Trustees. However, we did not do an adequate job
in diligently applying the results of this excellent work.
Today, we find ourselves behind the 8-ball and we have to
improve.
I sometimes think we have become a little complacent with
our life in the Chapel. We have benefited from generous
members, enjoyable events, close friendship groups and a
well-deserved sense of accomplishment working with our
many ministries.
We need to acquire a survival ethic in our business.
Everyone says they ‘love this church’. What we need to
understand and commit to is the desire for this wonderful
Chapel to continue for another 50 years.
Resolving this issue is not the sole responsibility of the
Board, is not exclusively the work of Carol Peschel and her
Membership Committee, Pastor Bill cannot do this alone.
This is a Chapel issue and we must all get involved to grow
our membership. It is expected that the Membership
Committee will lead this effort. They will develop new
philosophies, ideas, needs, plans and opportunities for all of
us to participate. This will amount to a cultural change for us
that will enable our survival and growth.
At this point I would like to challenge each of you to bring a
new member into the Chapel during this year. Friends,
neighbors, club acquaintances and many others that we
interface with every week are all candidates for the wonderful
experience of belonging to Longboat Island Chapel. I’m confident that we can meet this challenge and return our membership rolls to a higher level to maintain the Chapel that we
love.

So, blessed indeed--Bestowed with God's Grace. How's
your stewardship growth?
“At the end of the day it's not about what you have or even
what you've accomplished. It's about
what you've given back,” as Denzel
Washington said.
I ask that you prayerfully consider
your pledge this year and ask
yourself “What can I do to give back
for all the blessings I have received
from this church?” In the words of
Lesley Rife who delivered the
stewardship moment last month,
Kate Nothacker, Chair
“Reach into your heart and take
Stewardship Committee
on an attitude of gratitude.”

Building Projects Update
I have reviewed bids on new
windows for the first and second
floors of the offices and meetings
rooms that are to be installed in
March 2020. The bid for the front
door replacements has been
received.
New carpeting was installed in the
Sanctuary, Narthax and stairs
Richard “Sparky”
with the pews relocated for more
Pashkow
Sr., Building Chair
room. The pews will be cleaned.

Grounds Grooming Update
All of the Brazilian peppers have been removed from the
Chapel’s grounds. The tree canopies along Gulf of
Mexico Drive were raised making the sign more visible.
Colorful, medium-sized plantings are planned in April for
the sign’s planter boxes as well as those outside the
Chapel Office with irrigation.
Thank you to the Grounds Grooming
Group members who donate their
sweat and time the first Saturday
monthly! We invite you to join us,
as it is great exercise in the outdoors
and much satisfaction is received
when looking at the Chapel’s
beautiful grounds.
Ingrid McClellan,
Grounds Chair

