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The Chapel Book Club Seeks New Members
“Books are good company, in sad times and happy times, for books are people – people who have
managed to stay alive by hiding between the covers of a book.” – E.B. White. The Chapel Book Club
is calling on both old and new readers to join the Club in celebration of reading and good books.
The club meets the second Monday of the month at noon at the Lazy Lobster where a delicious lunch
enhances the lively discussion and conversation. Judy Achre, who leads the Club, says she joined it
many years ago after visiting the Chapel and seeing an announcement in the Bulletin. She said, “The
friendliness of people from the Chapel shines through at the Book Club as it does at other Chapel
functions.”
In the past readers have met at members’ homes, at condo activity rooms and at the Chapel. The move to Lazy Lobster,
where the meeting is held in the private dining room, has proved to be very successful. Book titles are selected by Club
members and the role of discussion leader is shared. Currently there are 20+ members, a combination of regulars who come
all the time and others just when they can make it.
It is not unusual for a “regular” to bring a neighborhood friend. The Club welcomes and encourages our
Chapel family, friends and community members to share in the joy of the group. As Judy stated, “It is a
delightful group with many friendships developing through the years.” If you have any questions about the
Club, please contact Judy at 941-383-9600.

Judy Achre

The group has chosen the following books for discussion in the coming months.
 December 9:
The Whistler by John Grisham
 January 13:
News of the World by Paulette Jiles
 February 10:
The Overstory by Richard Powers
 March 9:
Waking Lions by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen

Chapeletter

December February
Winter 2019

Spotlight on Victoria VanMeier by Peggy Lammers
The spotlight is on Longboat Island Chapel’s current “mostest-hostess”! So many serve and
have served at the Sunday Fellowship reception immediately after our service, so lovingly
with highest distinction for which all of our Chapel members and visitors are grateful.
Vickie graces our tables with artful arrays of goodies, some of which are donated by Chapel
members and many made by Vickie herself. Presiding at the punch bowl with her generous
smile and pleasant greetings, Vickie has become a personality promoting her hand-made
“deviled” eggs, one small woman following up on the jobs of many industrious hens.
With her skills in the kitchen and at setting a lovely table, Vickie comes from a long tradition
of Minnesota country-home hospitality and the ingrained tenets of the 4-H Clubs, a national
and international organization. To delve into Vickie’s values is to understand the importance
and the diversity of salt-of-the-earth heartland Americans, be they of any faith, state in the
union, color, or gender. 4-H exemplifies the tradition and Vickie’s life.

Vickie VanMeier

Vickie’s values and traditions originated in her family home with the total of nine children. She mentioned that she
doesn’t remember her mother ever raising her voice except to caution “Will you kids stop fighting!” To quote
Vickie, “She didn’t give us specific jobs, but always said “If you see something that needs to be done, just do
it.” It’s very true of Vickie’s “can do” attitude today.
From life in her Minnesota homes, she eventually found her way to Longboat Key where she met and married
Charles Craig who passed away just over a year ago. She brought her considerable skills to the Chapel along with
those of Charles, retired actor and celebrated vocalist, and the Chapel has benefitted from their dedication. When
asked whether her 4 -H experience and training was focused on the kitchen and home or animal husbandry,
Vickie readily answered “baking and sewing”. Not a surprising reply as she excelled in bread and pie baking
contests and sewing exhibits.
The 4-H Pledge is a promise repeated as a life-time mantra for those ascribing to its tradition.
I pledge my head to clearer thinking.
Vickie organizes and cooks mega-dinners and celebrations for her Twin-Shores Family as well as at the Chapel’s
Fellowship receptions. She organizes and displays food and drink artfully at the same time her mind is measuring
the coordinates of cups, plates and table service to food and drink to be served.
I pledge my heart to greater loyalty.
Sunday after Sunday, Vickie tends the Chapel kitchen, arriving early, exiting the service prior to the last hymn
and cleaning up (albeit with the help of additional loyal women and men). She was back at her chosen post in a
remarkably short time after Charles’s passing, her heart comforted by her familiar work. Just think of the word
“familiar” – a derivative of the Latin origin “familia” or “family”. Vickie is truly loyal to the family of Longboat
Island Chapel.
I pledge my hands to larger service.
“Service is its prayer” is from our own Chapel Affirmation of Faith. In addition to her focus to the Chapel, Vickie
exemplifies service at its highest calling including dedication with care and empathy for the sick and elderly –
on-call day and night when she is needed. For her husband, Charles, but also for a neighbor in delicate health.
With gentle humor, consideration, and courtesy, she provided care during his last days in his home. She cared for
him with three meals a day, cooking, cleaning and laundry for months. His family rewarded her with love,
generosity and gratitude. She earned another star in her crown! In addition, Vickie served as chair of the board of
her homeowner’s association at Twin Shores. She reorganized the finances and a major building project with skills
learned as a young woman managing her own work, and budgeting with accountability.
Continued on page 7
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Richard Engel
President
Rick Skerrett
Vice President
Security

Cindy Kuehnel
Secretary

Charitable Outreach

Mark Your Calendars
ONGOING PROGRAMS
WEEKLY FOR FALL
Mondays
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop
Wednesdays
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop

Tom Giannico
Treasurer

Finance & Budget

Thursdays
3 - 4:30 p.m. Shifting Sands Support Group
in the Ruthie Cushing Room

The Rev. Bill Friederich
Senior Minister

Saturdays
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. The Lord’s Warehouse Thrift Shop

Cynthia Barnette

MONTHLY

Insurance

Kate Nothacker

Second Monday
12:00 p.m. Chapel Book Club at the Lazy Lobster

Richard Pashkow
Carol Peschel

First Wednesday
10 - 11:30 a.m. Caregivers Support Group
in the Ruthie Cushing Room

Lesley Rife

Third Thursday
10 a.m. Board of Trustees Meeting

Stewardship

Member-at-Large
Membership

Charitable Outreach

OUR STAFF
The Rev. Bill
Friederich

Senior Minister

MiMi Horwitz

Pastoral Care Assistant

Bonnie Wolfgram
Music Director

Cyndi Rigley

Chapel Administrative
Assistant

Susan Schaefer

Coordinator of Volunteers
Accounting Clerk

Joanna Myers

Wedding Coordinator

Jerry Schaller
Custodian

First Saturday
9:30 - 11:30 a.m. Grounds Grooming Group meets
at front entrance, with Going Dutch Lunch afterwards

Anniversaries this December:
1
27
28
31

John and Ruth Bridgewater
Gordon and Vicki Lyons
Michael and Miriam Russell
Rusty and Ingrid McClellan

Anniversaries this January:

1 Richard and Claire Skerrett
Jim and Deborah Whitman
4 Jim and Judy Heyer
5 Mike and Julie Mailliard
6 Tom and Patty Sabow
16 David and Cynthia Ward
19 Alexander and Barbara Weech

Anniversaries this February:
2
14
18
25

William and Lydia Riggert
Tom and Suzette Keenan
Robert and Ruth German
Dick and Delores Pelton

Rest in Peace:
6/1 Pat Johnson
10/9 Betty Hoff
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Birthdays this December:
1
2
3
5
9
12
15
20
21
22
24
25
30

Daniel Hessel
Larry Mundt
Vincent Carroll
Cari Aslan
Joan Partridge
Marilyn Johnson
Paul Achre
Jack Joyce
Betty Rahm
Chad Myers
Anne Arsenault
Richard Adkins
Tom Keenan
Dick Pelton
Alden Lumbard
Barry Black

Birthdays this January:
1 Mike Keenan
James Owen
2 David Ward
3 Barbara Hero
11 Mardene Eichhorn
14 Janet Holman
15 Steve Cockerham
17 Lois Finley Shook
21 Larry Steagall
22 Jim Whitman
24 William Riggert
26 Barbara Gusie
Birthdays this February:
1 Mary Lou Webster
3 Bill Friederick
6 Carl Gusie
8 Bob Mazurek
9 Warren Guse
13 Diane Guse
Patty Sabow
17 Herman Kruegle
19 John Brill
25 Ruth Gawle
28 Ben Ianzito
Richard Skerrett

Chapel Highlights
“Spotlight
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on Victoria VanMeier” continued

I pledge my health to better living.
Our lives are rewarded by knowing Vickie, to call her a friend and a
member of the Chapel family. Better living by making other’s lives
better, doing work that matters, exemplifying values learned as a child
then carried into adulthood and practicing “doing unto others as you
would have them do unto you.” Thank you, Vickie. A heavenly
spotlight shines on you and all of the Sunday Fellowship reception
volunteers!
And now, one of Vickie’s most-loved recipes!

Cabbage Soup
Brown 1# of ground beef with salt, pepper and onion.
Chop up one head of cabbage. Add to beef mixture.
Add 24 ounces of canned, crushed tomatoes,
1 Tbsp of vinegar,
1/2 cup of water, and
1/3 to 1/2 cup of brown sugar.
Simmer until cabbage is cooked.

New Chapel Members
Ruth Hill
Ruth wants her fellow Chapel members to know that she is outgoing and loves life! She originally
moved to the Sarasota area from Hershey, Pennsylvania in 1969. She has family in this area and lives
here full time. She loves to sing and recently joined our choir as a soprano. Ruth is a knowledgeable
Sarasota County real estate specialist and began her career on Longboat Key. Previously, she worked
for 23 years in her family-owned pool business and building supply company in Sarasota. She also
describes herself as an entrepreneur and owns a salon. In addition, she enjoys decorating, being a
grandmother, reading, walking and art. She is a mother to three daughters (two in Sarasota and one in
Bethesda, Maryland) and a doting grandmother to six grandchildren. We are so pleased to have Ruth in
our Chapel family.
James Donaldson – “Jim”
The Chapel welcomes Jim to our LBIC family. Jim originally arrived in Florida 22 years ago from New
Jersey. He said that he had grown tired of the snow and that he also has a sister who lives six blocks
away from him. He now resides here year-round. Jim worked professionally in the car business for
43 years until quadruple bypass surgery forced his retirement in 2007. He stated that “The Lord led him
to the Chapel. Praise the Lord!” He also credits the Lord for saving him from major illnesses including
cancer, heart failure and a stroke. Jim enjoys working on his cars and playing the trumpet.

Celebration of Life for
Arnold Simonsen

Veteran’s Day
Display of Chapel family who served in the military
with some veterans and family members
standing behind the display.
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Donna Heffner
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Following a Celebration of Life service for Arnold Simonsen,
held at the Chapel on November 2nd, Rev. Bill Friederich
dedicated a bronze plaque naming the entrance area of the
Chapel in Arnold’s name. Rhonda Montiminy, his faithful
companion, stands by the newly unveiled plaque.

Veterans Dr. Larry Steagall and
Dr. Bill Evanko proudly wear
their military uniforms.

Chapel’s Bulletin Board of Events and Highlights
DECEMBER 5TH,
THURSDAY
The Longboat Island
Chapel was given 35 tickets for this
spectacular holiday performance! All tickets
have sold and counts as a tax-deductible
donation to the Chapel. Performance begins
at 7:30 p.m. at the Sarasota Opera House.
DECEMBER 8TH, SUNDAY
Sunday after service in Shook Fellowship Hall - Holiday Luncheon
and Bazaar. Champagne, mimosas,
pastries and assorted omelets
catered by Panera. Tickets are $20 and available at the Chapel office or from Valarie
Evanko after Sunday services. Items suitable
for Christmas gifts, decorating or eating will
be available for purchase at the Bazaar.
DECEMBER 8TH, SUNDAY
“Bells and Brass” 4:00 p.m.
During the past several years,
LBIC has periodically invited
2-5 members of RingSide, a small
“traveling" subsidiary of Ring Sarasota, the
Gulfcoast’s premier handbell ensemble to
play during Sunday worship. Their beautiful
and unique bell sounds have added a lot to our
worship, but many of you have asked, “when
can we host the BIG group?” (rows of bell
tables stretched across the front of the church
with shiny brass bells ranging in size from a
shot glass to a large metal bucket!) THE
TIME HAS COME!
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DECEMBER 17TH, TUESDAY
Day trip to Solomon’s Castle and lunch on property at Boat in the Moat.
Car pool about an hour to Ona, Florida where artist Howard Solomon built
a 12,000 sq. ft. shining medieval castle out of aluminum printing plates.
The castle serves as an exhibition gallery for several hundred pieces of his
wacky and wonderful sculpture. Admission $12.50.
JANUARY 9TH, THURSDAY
Private tour of AP Bell Company in historic Cortez Village with lunch.
For details contact Valerie Evanko at 330-806-2351.
JANUARY 22ND - 24TH, WEDNESDAY - FRIDAY
The three-day Tale of Two Cities Tour to Savannah and St. Augustine includes luxury motor coach, hotel accommodations, continental breakfasts,
private trolley tour of both cities and a visit to St. Simons Island. Only
$229 PPDL with check or money orders payable to Tours4you. Signup in
the Shook Fellowship Hall.
FEBRUARY 8TH & 9TH, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Pepper Choplin - Composer Workshop and Concert Weekend
The worship committee is very excited about being able to
bring composer/humorist Pepper Choplin to the Chapel in early
February. The workshop on Saturday, Feb. 8th will offer choir
members the opportunity to work vocally with an exceptional
choral conductor while preparing several of Pepper’s anthems
for concert. He'll take the time to share background stories about the
inspiration, development of these anthems and his life as a church musician,
conductor, performer. Participation in the workshop will cost $10 to cover
the cost of lunch/music. Pepper Choplin remains Bonnie Wolfgram’s “
go-to” composer when selecting music for worship because he has such a
special gift for using music to communicate the underlying meaning of
scripture. Also, because he worked for so many years as a church music
director, he makes practical compositional choices that enable an average
church choir to effectively use his work. Lastly, Pepper has a heart for
worship. He lives his faith and that shines through in his music.

Ring in the Christmas season in all its glory
on Dec. 8th at 4:00 p.m. with a program
called “Bells and Brass, A Musical Journey of
the Christmas Story.” It will feature Ring
Sarasota Handbell Ensemble under the
direction of Rick Holdsworth. Rick proudly
served in the U. S. Navy, where he performed
in, managed and directed Navy Bands
worldwide for 30 years.

Sunday, Feb. 9th will begin with Pepper Choplin’s participation in our
morning worship, both as choral conductor and soloist.

“Bells and Brass” will also include brass
quartet, flute, piano, keyboard and percussion.
For one hour you will feel transported to a
different time and place- experiencing the
Christmas story through the power of music!
I can’t say enough about the selections of
music for this concert and the diverse instrumental combinations. You will definitely
leave filled with the Christmas spirit!

FEBRUARY 2ND, SUNDAY
Super Bowl Brunch immediately following Sunday service with “squares”
game. For details, contact Valerie Evanko at 330-806-2351.

Tickets for this event are $10.00 and can be
purchased online at www.ringsarasota.org,
in the church office or at the door.

The Sunday afternoon concert at 3:30 p.m. will include Pepper Choplin’s
choral anthems performed by a combined choir, and vocal and piano solos
performed by Pepper himself. (Humorous observations of life in and
outside the church sprinkled throughout!)
Tickets for the concert will be $10 each and will be available in January at
the church office and at the door.

FEBRUARY 10TH, MONDAY
Lunch at Der Dutchman. Enjoy a great lunch with a talk given by an Amish
historian. Carpool from the Chapel. For details, contact Valerie Evanko at
330-806-2351.
FEBRUARY 23RD, SUNDAY
Mardi Gras Celebration coordinated by Bah. Details will be forthcoming.
MARCH 3RD, TUESDAY
The Lord’s Warehouse Fashion Show & Lunch. Stay tuned for details.

Charitable Outreach Spotlight
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Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Court is in Session.
Teen Court of Sarasota County
A visit to Teen Court is an eye opener to say the least! Twice a month the courthouse opens to dozens of teens who gather
to listen to defendant teens, act as jury, defense or prosecutor attorney, bailiff or clerk of courts.
WHO is served? Teen Court has been helping the young people of Sarasota for 30 years. In that time 2.5 million teens
have been served since its inception. Teens who exhibit risky behavior are referred by school officials, law enforcement or
a parent. An example of risky behavior would be smoking marijuana at school, being involved in stealing alcohol or other
items, being caught with drug paraphernalia, or underage drinking.
WHY is this program important? Those involved in Teen Court emphasize this is a one time “gift” to these young
people: a real second chance to put their lives on a straight path. After completing the jury sentence, there will be NO
permanent record of their arrest. In the future when asked if they had been arrested, they will be able to say “no” on any
application they have to complete for schooling, jobs or military service. Seventy percent of the young defendants are at or
below the poverty line, but the most important statistic that reveals the success of this nonprofit program is that only 7% of
the defendant teens are arrested again!
HOW does the court appearance unfold? The teen defendant must appear with a parent the first time. Other teens
volunteer to be attorneys, bailiff and clerk. The jury is made up of some teen volunteers, but the majority are previous
defendants who are completing their own sentencing requirement. The prosecuting and defense attorneys are mostly teens
who volunteer at every session because they are interested in the law as a possible future career. The judge is an attorney or
actual judge who is interested in the future of Sarasota teens. In fact, one judge, Hunter Carroll, was in the courthouse on our
visit. Judge Carroll was a teen attorney volunteer in Teen Court all through his high school years.
WHAT is the process? The process for a teen defendant in this court follows the guidelines of our
adult court system. “All rise” is called when the judge enters. The trial begins when the entire
courtroom takes an oath of confidentiality by the judge. The judge swears in the jury and then asks
the defendant to come forward. He asks the defendant if he/she knows any of the jurors. Then he
asks the jurors if anyone knows the defendant. With all “no” answers, the judge moves forward.
He instructs the defendant to raise his right hand and he issues the oath of truthfulness. He then
instructs the defendant to take the witness stand. Two methods of trial can then be used as
instructed by the judge. The common approach would be with attorneys on both sides questioning
the teen. After very specific questions regarding what the teen did and even how he feels about it,
each side gives a closing argument. The closing argument is very important because each side gives
the jury sentencing recommendations that they feel are appropriate for the defendant as well as
explaining their position on sentencing. The second approach is called the use of a “master jury.”
The defense attorney asks questions of the teen. Then any teen on the jury can ask questions. Teen
jury questions are often very direct, mincing no words. In both settings the jury is excused to deliberate. Before they leave,
the judge instructs them on sentencing guidelines; they can order up to 50 hours of community service and up to 6 jury duty
appearances. They are told they can also add other “constructive sanctions,” for example, routine mandatory drug
testing. As a result, there are over 300 hours of community service and jury time given out each session. All
sentences are legally binding and must be completed.
HOW does all this take place? Teen Court involves 4 paid staff who are very dedicated to the program. The director is
Heather Todd who has been with the program many years and her second in charge is Lori Moran. Both spoke to parents,
teens, volunteers and visitors. They explained all of the specifics about the program and what the parents
and teens would be experiencing that evening. In addition to paid staff, there are over 300 volunteers
including case managers, social workers, and counselors who give time and follow-up with these teens
and parents. As a charity, Teen Court needs ongoing donations to continue serving the teens at risk.
Some funds are used for paid staff but other dollars are used to operate Camp X-ray. This program
exposes the teens to Sarasota Memorial ER, the morgue, the police department, the Salvation Army and
interfacing with other teens who have been in Teen Court and completed their sentences.
Teen Court is one of the charities you support through Charitable Outreach Funds.
We always gladly accept donations, check or cash, that will be wisely used to support those in need
in our two counties. Teen Court encourages visitors to attend sessions that are held every other
Wednesday from 5:25 - 7:00 p.m. in the Sarasota County Courthouse at 2002 Ringling Blvd.

Lesley Rife
Outreach Committee

From Our Professional Staff
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To Board of Trustees and Congregation of Longboat Island Chapel

Welcome Chapel Members

I am officially announcing today that October 3, 2021, will be my last Sunday here at the Chapel.

We welcome the returning Chapel
members this Fall. Many have returned
and we wish safe journey to those of you
who have not yet arrived.

I deeply appreciate the opportunity to serve as your Pastor these past few years. I have learned many
lessons from our time together and my faith has grown deeper by this experience. I trust my ministry
has been a blessing here and you will continue to do God’s will.
God Bless,
Reverend Bill

From Our Staff, Board of Trustees and Committees

Rev. Bill Friederich
October 14, 2019

Caregivers Support Group by MiMi Horwitz
Now that our “snowbirds” are returning, this is the opportune time for selective Longboat Island Chapel
members (and neighbors) to attend our Caregivers Support Group.
As we are aging together, some of us will need care and some of us are or will become the caregivers.
That’s part of life...”it is what it is.”...and aging isn’t for sissies. For caregivers, it’s not only
physically taking care of your loved ones. It’s the acknowledging, the adjusting and adapting to the
change of the relationship as it was. The dream of growing old together and living happily ever after,
has come to an end.

MiMi Horwitz
Pastoral Care Assistant

Caregiving has been equated with an emotional roller coaster; the self-fulfillment of demonstrating
your true love and commitment; followed by worry, exhaustion and often inability to meet the continuing and increasing
needs of your loved one. Research and health professionals urge caregivers to take responsibility to care for themselves;
for YOUR own personal wellbeing and to ensure that YOUR own needs are met.
One effective way to care for yourself is to attend our Caregivers Support Group. As your facilitator, I am encouraging you
to join us on the First Wednesday of every month, from 10:00 -11:30 a.m. in the Ruthie Cushing Room on the 2nd floor of
our Chapel building.
Come and share your thoughts, feelings, concerns, and questions with others who genuinely can identify with you.
By sharing your own experiences, you can teach and learn healthful coping mechanisms that can result in a continuous
loving relationship.
As your facilitator, I utilize a guided group discussion method whereby everyone has time to share. And you will become
more informed about healthcare networks that are available to assist you with caring for your loved ones. To join us in a safe
setting, where all caregivers covenant with each other that all personal information shared during
Life Lessons
each meeting remains strictly confidential, now is the time to sign up. Call our Chapel office and
to Ponder
speak with Cyndi. If you wish to speak with me, call 941-527-7733 and leave your message.
“Life is not a problem
Eagerly awaiting your joining us.

Shifting Sands Support Group by MiMi Horwitz
Are you going through life’s transitions, such as: dealing with the challenges of advancing age;
considering the pros and cons of retirement facilities; going through a grieving process due to
separation/divorce; death of loved ones; growing older; no longer being part of a “couple’s
world”; knowing how important socializing is and needing to meet new people with whom we
can share our own thoughts, feelings, desires, fears, “bucket list”, life lessons learned and/or
being questioned, AND anything else considered worth of discussion?
Our Shifting Sands Support Group might just be the answer. This group setting is ideal for
sharing your wisdom and life experiences with others. We search for our own truths. We
welcome each other’s views, even if we disagree. We can disagree, but not be disagreeable!
As your facilitator, I utilize a guided group discussion method that promotes time for each
member to share their thoughts, life experiences, feelings, fears, and doubts. One mandate is that
whatever is said in confidence is never discussed outside our group. We covenant with each other
that, “What happens at Shifting Sands, Stays Only with Shifting Sands members.”

to be solved, but a reality
to be experienced.”
Soren Kierkegaard

“Mistakes are a part of
being human. Appreciate
your mistakes for what
they are: precious life
lessons that can only be
learned the hard way.”
Al Franken
“When someone shows
you who they are, believe
them the first time.”
Maya Angelou
“Be like a tree and let the
dead leaves drop.”
Rumi

“The hardest thing to learn
So, if the above sounds like what you’re looking for, I welcome you to join us. Presently we are
in life is which bridge
meeting on Thursdays from 3:00 - 4:30 p.m. … usually we break into two groups; either Tuesday
to
cross and which bridge
or Thursday morning 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. We try to accommodate your choice of day. Please call
to burn.”
Cyndi at the Chapel to sign up. If you wish to speak with me, call 941-527-7733 and leave your
David Russell
message.

The Search Committee is formed and
actively working to gain knowledge,
understanding of Chapel history and
Richard Engel
develop working plans to address this
Board President
important issue. ICCC has provided a
process (roadmap) for the committee to
follow. Cari Ferreiro is chairing this effort.
We have benefited from gifting from members of the
Chapel. You will notice the repaved entrance to the Lord’s
Warehouse - a much needed improvement. Also, we have
received two new stove/ovens for the kitchen to replace the
large commercial oven that we had fixed several times over
recent years. Thank you for your commitment to Longboat
Island Chapel.
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“Let us have music for Christmas…
Sound the trumpet of joy and rebirth;
Let each of us try, with a song in our hearts,
To bring peace to men on earth.”
~ Mildred L. Jarrell
We will have wonderful music this
Christmas Season! The choir is already
hard at work on Advent and Christmas
anthems. In addition, we are very
excited about the “Bells and Brass”
concert on December 8th at 4:00 p.m.
Please check out the promotional video
in the Fellowship Hall and the write up
in this newsletter that provides further
details.

Bonnie Wolfgram
Music Director

The strategic/business plan for the Chapel has been
finalized for this year. The Board has decided to utilize some
of the $113 thousand reserve fund for the following projects:
 New Sanctuary carpet due to start January 6th - $25,000
 Replacing the first floor windows with impact resistant
windows - $16,000
 Replacing the front doors of the Chapel - $10,000
 Repayment of a portion of the Legacy Fund loan for the
parking lot - $20,000

At our worship service on December
15th we will have the opportunity to
hear Jacqueline Bruce, an American soprano living in
Berlin and enjoying a busy international career in opera,
oratorio and chamber music. This past summer, she
appeared as Madame Lidoine in Francis Poulenc’s
Dialogues des Carmelites with Sakrale Oper Berlin.
Her list of operatic credits is extensive. She has appeared
on the stages of Carnegie Hall, the Academy of Music in
Philadelphia, Lincoln Center, Great Auditorium of Ocean
Grove, St. Petersburg Palladium, the Kaye Playhouse and
Carol Morsani Hall of Tampa. I met Jacqueline about five
years ago while playing in a local church over Christmas;
beautiful voice, beautiful person!

Lighting throughout the Chapel has been replaced with LED
bulbs. A painting project is underway for the kitchen,
hallway and business offices. The parking lot has been
reworked to improve the walking surface and correct some
other issues.

In addition, we will have our favorite flutist, Lisa
Barbanera on December 1, trumpeter Kevin Celebi on
December 22, the Ring Side Handbell Ensemble and
soprano Kristi Muzzio on December 24th and violinist
Monica MacMichael on December 29th.

It’s budget time again and the Finance Committee is
developing a proposed budget for the Chapel. Thank you to
all committees and members who have provided the
necessary information for budget preparation.

And looking ahead, don’t forget the visit from composer
Pepper Choplin who will work with our choir to prepare
music for our Sunday service on February 9th followed by
a concert at the Chapel that afternoon. See the article in
the newsletter for further details.

Joyful Generosity
Our theme, "Joyful Generosity" leads
us to know that the Chapel is in the
"Spiritual Business." We are a twelve
month house of worship and our
financial needs continue. We must also
give to support our ever-expanding
programs of outreach.
Please, prayerfully consider doing
all you can this year. We look
forward to one of the best years in
Chapel history.

Kate Nothacker, Chair
Stewardship Committee

So, as we prepare our hearts and minds for the wonder of
the Advent and Christmas seasons, let us also prepare
ourselves for the gift of beautiful music.

Projects Past and Present





Front doors upgrade is on-going
Chapel’s carpeting is on-going
Painting interior is almost done
Kitchen painting and new oven
replacement are done
 New electrical added to stoves
and television in Shook Hall
Richard “Sparky”
 FPL underground utilities
Pashkow, Building Chair
are on-going
 Most facility contracts are
renewed
Thank you to Bob Mazerik and Richard Engel!

